LETTER LXII.

January 4th, 1787.

MY CONFERENCE with Baron Reede is over. It con-
tinued three hours and a half, and I have not the
smallest remaining doubt concerning his intentions,
after the confidence with which he spoke and the writings
he showed me. He appears to be a good citizen, a con-
stitutionalist by principle, a friend of liberty by instinct,
loyal and true from character and habit, and rather the
servant of the Princess of Orange from personal affec-
tion than from the place he holds under her husband; a
person desirous of ending tumultuous and disquieting de-
bates, because in pacification he contemplates the good
of his country, and that of the Princess, whose con-
fidence he possesses. He is, further, a Minister of pass-
able talents, who has abstained from making advances
so long as he presumed our political management of the
Court of Prussia would greatly influence its intervention,
and that he might prevail on that Court to speak firmly.
At present, feeling that the respect in which the Cabinet
of Berlin was held is on the decline, and especially per-
ceiving the King is disinterested in the affairs of the
Stadtholder, because he has no interest in anything, he
knocks immediately at the door of reconciliation.
You may hold the following as probabilities:

1.  That the  Princess,   who   will   finally   decide   what
the catastrophe is to be, at least in a very great meas-
ure, is, to a certain point, desirous of accommodation, and
to throw herself into the  arms  of France,   because,  in
fine, she dreads risking a stake too great, to the injury
of her family.

2.  That  she imagines M. de Calonne to be the Minis-
ter who influences the mind of the  King, and  the per-
sonal enemy of her house.

3.  That   successful attempts have been  made   to   in-
spire her with very strong prejudices against his sincerity.s thrown impediments in its way. The
